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strengthening Fort William by adding four bastions and
digging a broad moat. Had his advice been followed, in all
probability there would have been no Black Hole disaster
nine years later, with its momentous consequences; but the
scheme involved a sacrifice of private interests, and so it was
rejected in favour of another by which a palisade was erected
round the settlement, at a great cost and with little result.
Plaisted had a quick temper and a rough tongue; and the
animosities engendered by the dispute led to his being turned
out of his post in the middle of 1748 in a peculiarly irritating
manner. His opponents declared that he had never been
regularly appointed, and they prevailed upon the Council
to ignore him and appoint another man to the post. There
was by this time a new Governor (William Barwell), who
may have been unfriendly to Plaisted; but this is merely a
matter of surmise.
Plaisted was not the man to endure calmly what he con-
sidered to be an undeserved wrong. As soon as he had
finished the survey of Calcutta on which he was then engaged,
he sent in (Dec. 1748) an indignant protest to the Governor,
hinting an intention of proceeding to England to lay his
grievances before the Directors. He seems to have lingered
for a while, in the hope that he would be reinstated; but at
last, on 27 September 1749, ke applied for permission to
return to England. This was granted, and the result was the
journey now described.
Plaisted left Calcutta on 30 November 1749, passed Ceylon
and arrived at Gombroon (Bandar Abbas), where the English
and Dutch had factories. Here he considered travelling by
way of Spahawn [Ispahan] in order to see, en route, Per-
sepolis, and take a 'draught of the Ruins of a Place so
celebrated by ancient Historians/ But he found this alto-
gether impracticable, for although 'Shah Rook [Rukh] had
been seated on the throne for nearly 15 months past, yet the
whole Kingdom had not been reduced to his obedience/
As a matter of fact Persia was at that moment in the throes
of the turmoil which followed the assassination of Nadir
Shah. Plaisted observes * It is easy to concieve what dreadful